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“*‘In 1972 the US “and the Sovnet “"you have at” least 600 mtssﬂes -and* 3

Unipn, among others,. reached agree-
ment-on an arms:control agreement.
with the sweeping -title, :**Conventijon -
o the-Prohibition of the'Development,
Production and Stockplhng of Bacter-*
iological (Biological) and Toxin Weap-
ons and Their Destruction.””-We have
gradually learned. the spirit in_ which:
the’ Soviets pledged to destroy ‘any,
bacteriological ' or toxm weapons they
possessed A
“After 51gmng of the conventlon
U.S. intelligence analysts were puz-
zled - by ‘continued construction of
structures they had previously identi-
fied on satellite photographs as biolog-.
icalv weapons_,facilities,—comhining_ an-
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|mal pens and explosive assembly -
lines behind double fences. In 1979, we
" began to receive reports of an acci-
dent at one of these facilities, Military
Compound No. 19, leading to an’ epi-
demic of anthrax-near the-Soviet ‘city
of Sverdlovsk. The reported symptoms
indicated pulmonary anthrax, ‘usually
encounteréd - only among workers “in’
wool-sorting ‘sheds. The Soviets said
some ordmary dnthrax "had * been'.
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each has’ three. warheads ‘S0 you-are
‘talking -about:sat.least- 1 ;800 <nuclear:-
weapons' (though there are susp1c1ons
" that many of. the warheads are chemt-

‘ cal rather than nuclear)

The. SS- -20.; does not- have «qutte
enough range 10. be: classed ‘as.an.in-
tercontinental missile}; and ‘is usually-
thought of as a theater- weapon in’ Eu+
rope But it just happens that the SS- 20
;is the top two rocket stages of the in:"
tercontmental §8-16. Could the Soviets -
~have some extra boosters around to
“‘convert SS-20s into SS-16s? We have no

good idea; SALT makes no provisions |
for counting- 'what .comes. -off Soviet }

productron lines. But ‘after-all, we're

A - ‘dealing with- ‘the people who developed

_“'yellow rain.”*

Why, though should the Sovrets use
up SS-20s useful for threatenmg ‘Eu-
-rope? If they're going to produce ex-
tra boosters, why not just produce
_more SS-16s? This is the world's only
mobile 1ntercontmental missile, splen-
dldly suited for storage’in warehouses
‘or rallroad tunnels. There has been a ;
recent flap in the press over, the SS- 16, .
and it:seems the. Soviets have de-
ployed some 20 to 40 of them,in fixed
sdos rather than on mobile launchers
But 1t they have produced 40, how

. caused by tainted meat and, though many more came off the line’ for the.
the convention obligated them to €oop-, - warehouses or. raxlroad tunnels" We

erate in any investigation of posstble
violations of the 1972 convention, they
rebuffed all further inquiries, . . -

Startmg in 1976 and wifh mcreasmg‘
frequency in later years, Hmong refu-
gees fleeing Laos:told of “yellow.

' ' .rain,” mists dropped.-from airplanes "

or spread by artillery shells that pro-

... dueed profuse bleeding and other bi-.-
.- zarre symptoms. We now know that'

“yellow. rain” contains mchothecene
toxlns derived from molds, banned un-
der the .1972 . convention. *Poisoning -+
" from such toxins is exceedmgly rare
in ‘most of the world, but was the
- cause of a stunmng epidemic in the -

. Orénburg region of the Soviet Union in -

the winter of 1943-1944. Afghan rebels -

fighting the Sovrets also report polson
" ga$-attacks. -

The * cumulative evrdence leads‘
inescapably to the conclusion that the -
Soviets signed the biological weapons
convention with every intention of vio-
lating it. They have proceeded with re-
search, development:and production
of biological warfare agents, .have
tested them in remote battlefields and:
in fact have apparently adopted them
as routine in some military situations. g

have no firm ldea ‘But we are dealmg
‘with - -the. -people . who- developed
“yellow rain; "o»«* ey
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"It vrolates no conhdence for me to
“state, as vice .chairman of the Senate
Select Commlttee on: Intelhgence that
" our “Vefification - systems “being re-
< stored - from -losses: sustamed durmg
'the Ifanian’ upheava “give us’ hrgh
leve]s of »confxdence that -the :Soviets |
“have béen in genéral compliance with
SALT I and, so far, with the SALT Il

..agreement as well.” So reads a recent-
“letter in the New York Trmes from ]

Senator Daniel P. Moynihan. But if we'|
_'can’t rule out entirely plausible scena-

~rios ‘under; whlch “the:’ *Soviets mxght

- have twice the number of ICBMs spec-
ified in SALT, how then ‘can'we have a

~ “high level of confidence*” -fhat they?®

Presumably they agreed to the con-
and . ;

vention for propaganda _p

re

"have not violated SALT? 55
. -Because, dear reader, if the Sovtets

have a thousand extra missiles stored |

(3}

‘in warehouses and railrgad tunnels, it

does not vrolate SALT untll they haul"

:'thém out. Welcomei'to, the: wonderful
world of verification, *
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v1et compllance with

this.arms control measure in short

-with totaLcymmsm and utter ‘bad 7
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In 1972, the U.S. and the Sovxet
Union also signed SALT I, which in-
cluded a treaty limiting anti- missile_ -
systems and an interim .agreement .
puttmg caps on mtercontlnental mis-.
silées and bombers and: submarme
launched: missiles.- We now have -to-
ask; what if the. Soviets approached
this 1972 agreement in the samie spirit
they approached the other one" ‘What ..

For openers we know the Sovrets

’ SS-Il mlssues that have been replaced

by - more modern missiles over the life
of the~ ‘SALT agreements. Where are™

have no idea.

“ duced:” before

arms control agréements means, in
*“effect, learning_the. most sensitive mil-
. itary secrets of a totalitarian society. |
"Can we really ‘bet our national secu--

rity on doing this, even with space sat-

~ ellites and  electronic ‘eavesdropping?

. Or-for that matter, even with on-site
mspectlon" On-site 1nspectlon of How
_‘many: - sites? On sxte mspectwn 24
- houirs'a-day? On-site mspectron ‘of pos:
_sible’ hldmg places; for: missiles pro-
mspectlon” (While .
SALT;I concerned hiige'ICBMs, SALT-
1I 'would presuihably also concern

) crulse “missiles; - which ™ are- 20 - feet
‘long) Meanmgful verification would
- mean freedom to inspect at will any-

where m the’ Sovret Umon whlch‘

lernma has been.to negotlate not about.

. what “is mllltanly meamngful but
‘these’ 900 mlssﬂes today" We really éabout what lS techmcally venflable
* crete holes' in the ground. It does not
_Jimit _warheads or. even missiles,

which can kill “péople. This opens new

. avenues for the Soviets to. breach the
~ spirit of the treaty, but after a lot of

" internal debate our intelligence agen-

satelhtes'do not* have X-ray

e N lo N
peer through the roofs of warehouses .
.(let‘ alone into tlie numerous  railroad .

tunnels m the Urals) The 900 deactl-

somewhere and pointed at the u. S Af

cies. tell us they can “verify” its let-
ter Because they. can count the holes
in, the ground we_are mvnted to feel

Imphclt in thlS deny it'dsour nego-
tiators always do; i§ an assumptlon of
* some minimum of
Hard bargamlng

dehberate attempt to ,
'tally,‘to bulld a:

teréall you re dealmg wnth the peo le n

-—1‘

WhY, though should the Sdviets -

rely on old-fashioned missiles? In ad-
dltion to the missiles they have de-
ployed under SALT limits; they have
also deployed the modern, moblle and
hlghly accurate S$S-20. The number

-usually given is 300, but this is the
number of launchers, and in fact'each . -

launcher is routinely deployed with

: one mnssnle and at least one reload So

,<

*Trust "ivrybody but .
cut ‘the cards.”” But this is not any
after-office poker game. At this saloon |
they don’t check the ‘six-guns at the

" door. Someone may blackjack you and

run off with the pot, or pull a knife
or spike your drink with mycotoxins.
But we venture bravely in, fix the
Soviets with our firmest stare and
keep reminding ourselves to cut the

cards.
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